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An Introduction to Classroom Service-Learning

What is service-learning?

According to the National and Community Service Trust Act
of 1993, service-learning is defined as a teaching strategy
by which students learn and develop through active
participation in a thoughtfully organized service.

Why is

service-

learning

Important?

In an educational

environment that

stresses

academic rigor

and high stakes

testing, service-

learning might

seem tfo be a

back burner

issue. A growing

body of research

confirms that the

integration of

service-learning into the classroom curriculum is beneficial
to students. Here are three of the top benefits and the
research supporting it:

Accelerated Achievement: Three separate studies in
Philadelphia, Denver, and Hawaii found that students who
participate in service-learning programs developed better
problem-solving skills and understanding of cognitive
complexities.

Elevated Engagement: A national study found that
when youth reported greater engagement in service-
learning, they were more likely to be academically
engaged and become attached to their school and commu-

nity.

Better Behavior: A study of service-learning in Florida
found that fewer students were referred for disciplinary

measures when they participated in a service-learning
program. Other studies reveal that service-learning has
been shown to be correlated to the reduction of negative
classroom behavior.

The Three R's of Service-
Learning

Recognize a need

Recognizing a need that when served will
benefit both the community and your students
requires a bit of time and effort. Brainstorm
with your students about possible needs in your
community or the world. Contact business
people, community groups, and public agencies
and ask them about project ideas and
resources.

Relate to students and curriculum

Make your service-learning project a genuine

integration by connecting specific objectives to

standards from your curriculum. These projects
provide great inferdisciplinary curriculum opportunities.
Don't be shy about recruiting other teachers in your school
to join your cause. Also be sure to communicate the
project in terms that students will find meaningful and

engaging.

Reflect on successes

Use classroom assignments and journals to help students
reflect on their experiences before, during, and after
engaging in a service-learning project. In addition,
consider altering assignments such as oral presentations,
essays, photographic displays, and web pages as useful
ways for students to document, reflect upon, and communi-
cate the successes of the project.

Source: “The Impact of Service-Learning: A Review of Current Research.” Corpora-
tion for National & Community Service Jan. 2007. June 2007.
<http://www.learnandserve.org/pdf/07_0224_issuebrief_servicelearning.pdf.>
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